
 

Parent rep meeting: 15.02.2018 

 

 
(Updates in red) 

1. Update (staff, building, programs) 

 

Staff 

Mr. Schickling (German) left at the end of Semester 1 and had been replaced by Karin Wachter who 
has returned. 
 
Phil McCormick (Head of Operations) left the school at the end of December and his duties have 
been distributed amongst the other members of the leadership team.  
 

Building work 

The start of the 2nd phase of building work will begin in March – theatre, music rooms and Primary 

classrooms 

 

2. Upcoming events / calendar items 

16th February - House Fair (tomorrow) 
22nd February – Parent Teacher Booking System open 
23rd February – G11/12 reports issued 
28th February / 1st March – Parent Teacher Conferences 
8th March - IBDP Expo 
16th March – IB Art Show 

 

3. CIS / NEASC feedback 

Very positive report. CIS shared with us the formal feedback for all of the sections under 

accreditation focus as well as a direct report from the visiting team who conducted many interviews 

and meetings with students, staff, members of our leadership teams, and parents from our 

community. The visiting team´s report illustrated the direct feedback regarding our strengths 

overall, taken from our documentation and their first-hand experiences having spent over a week at 

our school. The feedback was very positive and the recommendations were in line with what we had 

already highlighted in our own action planning process. 

We have since had confirmation from NEASC (the other accrediting organization) that we have been 

successful and now BMS is now fully accredited by both CIS and NEASC. 

 

4. Presentation on CIS Feedback and Upcoming Priorities 



PCH and TLO presented and discussed with the group some of the feedback from CIS and how we are 

organizing ourselves in order to address our feedback/self-study. The group then discussed upcoming 

priorities for the Secondary School. 

5. IGCSE / IB Diploma exams 

The IGCSE exams are due to start in mid-April (orals and Art exam) with the written papers for both 

IGCSEs and IB Diploma mainly taking place in May. Mr Mercer (IGCSE Coordinator) and Mr. Rosso (IBDP 

Coordinator) are responsible for the smooth running of the exams. 

We have written to all Grade 10 parents/students and will be meeting with those parents for whom 

their children are not currently meeting the 5 A-C requirements in order to consult and talk about 

options for next year. 

The exams have now started. Tim Logan has been addressing study skills and providing guidance to all 

students in Grade 10 through the Lifeskills programme and information has been shared with them via 

ManageBac.  

 

6. Open discussion 

Food quality 

The question of lunches and food quality was raised by several of the reps and we discussed the topic, in 

particular: 

- Are there plans to develop the quality of the food in the cafeteria? (there were some reports 

from parents that the quality from their perspective had not improved a lot). Could the school 

look at expanding the choice of meal options or look at the fact that lunch is mandatory 

- In general, though there is of course some feedback about how to improve the lunches, there is 

a lot of positive feedback from students and staff that the lunches are of a good standard. There 

is also on-going consultation with Dussman about our lunch offerings and service. The Dussman 

team has made a lot of changes to the way it operates since the start of this academic year and 

service has improved dramatically. However, the school is committed to continuing to work with 

the team to provide a high quality service. 

- Is there a way to get more information beforehand about the lunch menu online? Information 

about the lunches can be found online on the Documents page of our website: 

 http://metropolitanschool.com/home/bms/documents/ 

 

Emails 

The topic of student emails was raised and the fact that it seems that students are only able to send 

emails internally and not to external email accounts. PCH will follow up with IT about this.  

This is correct, and was introduced for safety and security reasons. We have just created an IT 

Committee at the school to look at relevant topics and the SLT have asked that this be put on the 

agenda and discussed, with particular reference to students in the older grade levels. 

 

Organisational help for students (particularly in early grades) 

http://metropolitanschool.com/home/bms/documents/


We discussed the fact that some students were struggling with managing homework and deadlines and 

the fact that the school has a responsibility to help with this, as well as the fact that this is also 

something that students need to develop for themselves as they develop in their academic life. We 

discussed the fact that some parents had experienced schools that using online solutions to help the 

students get organized. TLO/PCH agreed to address this with staff. 

From the middle of April, we will be trialing the use of ManageBac with certain grades to record dates of 

assignments and tests. However, for the moment day-to-day homework will not be recorded on the 

system and will remain the students responsibility. 

 

PE facilities 

Is there a way of expanding our PE programme, especially in terms of facilities? 

We discussed the fact that space is an issue for us at BMS as a school that is situated in the centre of 

Berlin. Like other schools, BMS has to negotiate the use of external space. This year in the Secondary 

School we combine the use of our facilities with external facilities. The PE team has done an excellent 

job of planning to use these different sets of facilities, and evolved their programme to match. In grades 

7 and 8, we have also introduced a theoretical lesson into Grades 7 and 8, which has allowed the team 

to make interdisciplinary links. We have also introduced some new units into the curriculum, such as 

Judo. 

 

 

 

 

 

Next meeting: Thursday 17th May. 

 

 

 


