
 

Progression into Grade 11 
The foundation of our academic program from grade 7 to 10 is the local curriculum combined with the best of 
international education. In grades 9 and 10 students follow the two year international Cambridge Program 
(IGCSE). At the same time they study for the Mittlerer Schulabschluss (MSA).  On completion of  Grade 10 (the 
end of compulsory education in Germany) students can either continue along the international educational 
pathway, or transition into the German system. 
 
Throughout Grade 10, parents are also involved in the process of thinking about and deciding upon students’ 
future educational pathways. At BMS we are committed to discussing these options with families and finding ways 
to support students, whilst providing clear guidelines about our entry requirements into Grade 11 and the decision 
making process. 
 
What is the academic programme in Grades 11 and 12 at BMS? 
In grades 11 and 12 at BMS, we offer the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP). This programme 
is one of the most rigorous and respected Secondary School diplomas in the world due to its demanding 
requirements and holistic framework. In order to gain the IB Diploma, students have to complete examinations in 
six selected subjects, consisting of 3 higher level and 3 standard level courses and assessments for the Core 
Program (Theory of Knowledge, Extended Essay, and Creativity, Activity and Service).  

 
 
How are students and parents consulted about performance 
in Grade 10 and potential next steps? 
 
At the end of Grade 10, there are decisions to be made by 
students, parents and the school. For the students, there is 
ongoing feedback in class about their progress with advice 
about how to improve. Throughout Grade 10, the school looks 
to provide parents with student progress data and 
opportunities to discuss performance and options for 
students. 
  

What happens to students who meet the entry 
requirements? 
If a student meets the entry requirements and 
they wish to continue on into Grade 11, then 
they will be offered a place on our Diploma 
Programme.  
 
  

What are the entry requirements for progression into 
Grade 11 at BMS?  

 
Academic 
• a minimum of 5 IGCSE subjects with a grade C or above 

including English & Maths 
• passing the MSA (see below for passing requirements) 
 
Attitude and engagement  
• a good attendance record (90% in all subjects) 
• a good behavioural record   
• a good effort recorded in Grade 10 Semester reports 

 



 

What happens to students that don’t meet the entry requirements? 
There are several alternatives for students who don’t meet the entry requirements. 
 

Þ Qualified Progression into Grade 11 
If the school feels, based on past performance, that there is evidence to suggest that a student could 
succeed on the Diploma Programme OR, that the school could offer a modified programme (for example 
taking individual courses rather than the full Diploma), then a place will be offered in Grade 11. 

 
Þ Retaking Grade 10 

A place will be offered to those students that the school feels could benefit from retaking Grade 10 in 
order to try and improve their grades / develop their skills.  

 
Þ Finding an alternative educational pathway 

In those cases where the school determines that the alternatives listed above are not in the best interest 
of the student and that BMS is not the correct learning environment for them, then an alternative 
solution must be found by the family. In general, for those students at risk of falling into this category, 
the school will be in contact with families during the course of Semester 1 and will organize meetings to 
discuss support and next steps. 

 
 
What is the decision making timeline? 
There are 2 points in Grade 10 where the school will make decisions about continued study at BMS.  
 

1. Before the end of the academic year.  
In certain cases where the school feels that the school, its approach and/or its programmes are not a 
good fit for the student (based on academic performance up to that point and the attitude and 
engagement of the student), families will be informed prior to the Summer break that the school does 
not feel that it can offer a place to the student.  
 
2. Following the publication of the IGCSE results 

 
What happens if the conditions are not met? Who is involved in the process? 
Once the IGCSE results are published, a team meets to discuss those students that did not meet the entry 
requirements. During this discussion the team will look at prior performance and mitigating circumstances when 
deciding whether progression into Grade 11 is appropriate or in the best interests of the student. The team 
comprises of the following members: 
 

• the Executive Director 
• the Secondary School Principal 
• the Secondary School Vice Principal 
• the IGCSE Coordinator 

• the MSA Coordinator 
• the IB Diploma Coordinator 
• other relevant staff 

  
 
  



 

What are the requirements for passing the MSA? 
The MSA was introduced in Berlin in 2006 and compares the performance standards of all of the 10th grade 
students across Berlin. The MSA result is used as a reference point for students applying for internships and 
entry into senior education. All grade 10 students at BMS will sit the MSA exam. The students must complete a 
set amount of hours for each subject offered at the school and complete Berlin Senate compulsory subjects 
including music, ethics and sport.  
 
Passing the MSA consists of the following: 
 

Ongoing assessment 
 

Examinations / Presentation 

Students must achieve an overall school year grade 
average of (a minimum of) 4 in all their subjects in 
as seen in their semester reports.  

One 5 is permissible. If there are two subjects with 
a 5, the student has to have a compensation of a 
minimum of two 3s in other subjects.  

A 6 must be compensated by two 2s in other 
subjects.  

Students will fail to pass the MSA if they achieve 
more than two subjects with a 5 and a 6 and no 
compensating grades.  

 

• Three written exams in German, Mathematics, 
and English, 

• An oral exam in the first foreign language 
(partner exam of about 10 minutes), and 

• A presentation of a personal project (in a 
science, humanities, or arts subject). 

 

For the written exams: the minimal passing 
conditions are a 4 in all exams. Just one 5 can be 
compensated by a 3 in another exam subject. 

One extra oral exam is possible to compensate the 
result of one written exam grade. 

 
 
Please see the link to the Berliner Senat homepage: 

https://www.berlin.de/sen/bildung/schule/pruefungen-und-abschluesse/abschluesse-an-der-iss-nach-klasse-9-
und-10/#msa 


